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Science Fiction and Fantasy
This 1968 film is considered a classic beyond the science fiction genre: some of this film’s scenes and lines are pop culture touchstones. At the time of its release, it sparked a series of sequels and even a television series. Its dystopian view of humanity provided a template for several Science Fiction films in the early 1970s as well. These films also shared the same star: Charlton Heston.
Today, its influence is seen in movies such as Madagascar and in the two more recent versions: director Tim Burton’s 2001 film, and the 2011 prequel – Rise of the Planet of the Apes – starring James Franco (and those that followed).
What is it about?

From IMDB.com:

 “An astronaut crew crash lands on a planet in the distant future where intelligent talking apes are the dominant species, and humans are the oppressed and enslaved.”

Rod Serling – creator of The Twilight Zone television series – is the main screenplay writer for this film. 

Some Opening Questions
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Why do we travel to outer space? List all the reason that you know and think. 
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Is there such a thing as human nature? Are we bound to a certain pattern of behavior? (Describe what leads you to these conclusions—be specific, give examples.)
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Actors


character names

	Charlton Heston 
	Colonel George Taylor *

	Roddy McDowall 
	Cornelius (ape)

	Kim Hunter 
	Dr. Zira (ape)

	Maurice Evans 
	Dr. Zaius - Minister of Science (ape)

	James Daly 
	Dr. Honorious - Deputy Minister of Justice (ape)

	Linda Harrison 
	Nova 


*Landon and Dodge are the other crewmen on the ship that crash-lands in the beginning.
Questions – Please be specific and thorough
1.  Describe the apes’ treatment of humans. How does their harsh attitude and behavior mirror our society’s treatment of “others”? (The apes Cornelius and Dr. Zira are the exceptions as shown with their treatment of Taylor.) 
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2. Knowing the categories and regular subjects of the science fiction genre, which ones fit this film: 
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3. Describe the very last scene. Does the story end on a positive, or negative note? Explain using details.
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